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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
RESULTS OF THE 2009 NAERIC
VERSATILITY RANCH HORSE STAKE CLASS!

(Brandon, MB – October 28, 2009) –The second annual NAERIC Versatility Ranch Horse Stake class was held October 9, 2009 at the Westoba Agricultural Centre of Excellence in Brandon, Manitoba. The stake class, held as a class-within-a-class during the 2009 AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse Competition, was judged by Laurel Beth Capurro-Wachtel of Deeth, Nevada, according to the 2009 AQHA Official Handbook of Rules and Regulations. 
There were 18 exhibitors in the Open division, three exhibitors in the Amateur division, and five exhibitors in the Youth division from Manitoba and Saskatchewan, who competed at the third annual AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse Competition, (almost double the number of exhibitors at the 2008 competition). This was due, in part, to the $2,000 purse NAERIC Stake class open to NAERIC-enrolled, three-year-old registered American Quarter Horses, Paints and Appaloosas sired by NAERIC member-owned, nominated stallions. 

Ken Grainger of Brandon, Manitoba aboard his 2006 AQHA palomino gelding, Boggies Holiday, sired by Boggies Flashy Dell, out of Remi Holiday, won first place in the 2009 NAERIC Versatility Ranch Horse Stake class, earning $800. Ali Mullin of Cartwright, Manitoba, placed second, winning $600 with her 2006 AQHA sorrel gelding, DC Wrangler Picapaca, sired by Wranglers Pica Pride, out of Dusky Paca. Justin Bridgeman of Binscarth, Manitoba earned $400 for third place, with Lasting Solano, a sorrel 2006 AQHA mare, sired by Sonitas Reyson, out of Peppys Ms Doc, owned by Justin’s father, Kevin Bridgeman. Tom Moran of Boissevain, Manitoba earned $200, placing fourth riding AR Tylers Trouble, his gray 2006 AQHA stallion, sired by Echo Country O Lea, out of Misty Zan Par.
Ken Grainger is the Assistant District Registrar, Property Registry, at the Land Titles Office in Brandon. He said, “This is my first year of competing at Ranch Horse events.  

I originally bought Boggies Holiday at the 2006 Manitoba 50/50 Superhorse Sale, and then competed with him at the 2008 Futurity. We placed eighth overall and tied for the High Point award in the Pattern Division. I didn’t realize he was eligible for this 2009 Ranch Horse Stake class until Kirk Bridgeman pointed it out this summer. So we got to work and attended three cow horse events, two in Austin following the team pennings, and one held prior to the Shilo Rodeo. We placed in the money at all three, which gave me the confidence to work on the cow horse and roping skills we’d need. Kirk and Gail (Bridgeman) attended this year’s event and they added to my confidence, because they believe in their breeding program. Winning this 2009 Ranch Horse Stake class has given me a lot of personal satisfaction, since I’m not an accomplished roper and I don’t have a lot of experience working cattle. I earned most of my points in this stake horse class in conformation, trail, and the pattern. I drew some tough cows in the working cow horse portion. The judge called for two new cows and she gave me points for tracking well, even though I didn’t rope my third cow. Hopefully, the people who watched me compete will also be encouraged to give it a try, saying, ‘If he can do it, I can!’” Grainger and Boggies Holiday also placed sixth overall in the Open Division of the 2009 AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse competition. 
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Boggies Holiday, Ken Grainger and Kevin Bridgeman


 
Kirk, Gail & Kristy Bridgeman of Rapid City, Manitoba are the breeders of Boggies Holiday. Kirk said, “We were very impressed with the great job Ken did with his horse at this event. We have been in the equine ranching business since 1981. Bridgeman Land & Livestock breeds registered Quarter Horses and Appaloosas with nine stallions and 100 mares. We like to produce versatile working horses that are suitable for more than one event. As part of our marketing program, we consign weanlings to the Manitoba 50/50 Superhorse Futurity Sale, the NAERIC Barrels of Cash Futurity Sale, and the Southwest Ranch Horse Association competition, among others. We also nominate most of our stallions into the NAERIC Ranch Horse Versatility Stake program. This has helped our colt sales because of the extra financial incentives these programs offer to prospective buyers. For example, Ken (Grainger) bought Boggies Holiday, as a weanling through the 2006 Manitoba 50/50 Futurity Sale and then competed with him as a two-year-old and earned money for placing in the top ten in the 2008 50/50 Competition. This year, Boggies Holiday was eligible, as a three-year-old, to compete in the 2009 NAERIC Versatility Ranch Horse Stake and won another $800. The Barrels of Cash Futurity Sale consignments are another good example. Eligible weanlings (i.e. by nominated stallions) purchased through this program may compete in the NAERIC Ranch Horse Versatility Stake as three-year-olds and then go on to compete in the Barrels of Cash Futurity as five-year-olds. These marketing programs are a good fit for our performance horse breeding program, but you also need a good looking horse to be competitive.” 

Neil McLeod of Brandon, Manitoba, aboard his buckskin 2003 AQHA stallion, Jingle Dots, sired by High Style Hickory, out of Dots Remittance Lady, placed first overall in the Open Division of the 2009 AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse competition. McLeod, who was also the breeder of the horse, won first in the High Point Crocus Cow Horse Association’s members’ incentive. Wayne Lenfesty of Alexander, Manitoba presented Neil McLeod with a beautiful handmade wagon wheel clock which Wayne created as the inaugural Joan Lenfesty Memorial High Point Award.
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Jingle Dots, Neil McLeod, Tamara Orr and Wayne Lenfesty

Amy Grainger of Brandon, Manitoba, placed first overall in the Amateur Division, riding Pepper Bee Nimble, a chestnut 2004 AQHA gelding, sired by Cody Bee Nimble, Little, and out of Perfect Pepper, owned by her husband, Ken Grainger. Gordon Mason of Killarney, Manitoba was the breeder of this horse. Amy was also fourth overall in the Open Division and third in the High Point Crocus Cow Horse Asssociation’s members’ incentive.
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Pepper Bee Nimble, Amy Grainger & Tamara Orr
(Back) Larry Clifford, Show Manager & Pat Davis, Announcer

Ali Mullin of Cartwright, Manitoba was first overall in the Youth Division, riding Fajitas Double Up, a sorrel 1999 AQHA mare, sired by Lena Fajita and out of Double The Smoke, owned by her father, Dan Mullin. James & Katy Guleke of Austin, Texas were the breeders of this horse.
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Fajitas Double Up, Ali Mullin & Tamara Orr
NAERIC-member equine ranchers paid a $250 per stallion nomination fee, on August 1, 2008 into the NAERIC Versatility Ranch Horse Stake program. As a result of this initial payment, NAERIC-enrolled 2006 offspring of nominated stallions were eligible to compete for the 2009 NAERIC stake class; their 2007 offspring will be eligible to compete in 2010, their 2008 offspring will be eligible to compete in 2011. NAERIC has provided the $2,000 guaranteed purse for 2009 and will provide $2000 guaranteed purse for 2010. Versatility Ranch Horse Stake Class purses are estimated to be $7,000 for 2011 and $6,825 for 2012.  The purse for these years is derived from the nomination of stallions in 2008 and 2009.
Norm Luba, Executive Director of NAERIC, said, “The goals of the NAERIC Versatility Ranch Horse Stake program are: to increase awareness of the Versatility Ranch Horse as a niche market opportunity; to continue the “brand” development for NAERIC-bred ranch horses; to create a stake class for three-year-olds, sired by NAERIC member-owned light horse stallions; and to create a residual added-value opportunity for a segment of equine ranching that does not lend itself to traditional incentive opportunities.”
For more information regarding the NAERIC Versatility Ranch Horse Stake program, please contact equine ranchers, Kevin Bridgeman (204) 847-2112 or Dean Fenty (204) 567-3561. The list of nominated stallions is available on the NAERIC website at: www.naeric.org
For complete listing of the all the class results and additional photos from the 2009 AQHA Versatility Ranch Horse Competition, visit the website of the Manitoba Quarter Horse Association at: www.mqha.ca and/or the NAERIC website.
NAERIC is a non-profit association of equine ranchers that serves its members, the horse industry and general public as an agribusiness resource by providing the latest information and research on all aspects of the equine ranching industry—including equine ranch management, horse care, breeding practices and innovative marketing programs. For complete information, visit www.naeric.org.
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