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specialists, and equine researchers

to oversee their planned research
program, resulting eventually in the
creation of Equine Ranching Advisory
Board (ERAB), an independent board
that advised Wyeth (and now Pfizer)

of research that needed to be done

in specific areas of equine welfare.
Research goals include matters of
importance for PMU mares, but the
findings of the researchers have been
of benefit to all horse owners. A great
deal of published scientific research has
arisen from the work initiated by ERAB
in their oversight of the PMU industry.

After the initial inspections
and recommendations by welfare
organizations in 1995, a follow up
was completed two years later in
1997 by veterinarians from the AAEP,
the CVMA, and the ILPH to review
how well industry was responding to
criteria set out in the initial review. The
report generated (Equine Veterinarians’
Consensus Report on the Care of Horses
on PMU Ranches) found that the care of
horses on PMU ranches was good and
that the CIP was being followed.

The outcomes of the research and the
CIP have been impressive to say the least.
There are few other animal agriculture
systems where animal welfare is
monitored as stringently. Mares have
come to be regarded as an investment,
not only because they can produce PMU,
but because good mares with good
pedigrees can produce valuable foals.
Mares are chosen for their bloodlines
instead of their body size, and like any
valuable broodmare, those that fail to
conceive one year are worth keeping for
rebreeding the following year.

How is the health of PMU mares
monitored and regulated?

The regulation and oversight of
the PMU Equine Ranching industry
is extensive and multifaceted, but
it is particularly stringent around
requirements for the care of the mares.
In Canada, legislative oversight includes
federal policies such as the Health of
Animals Act and the related regulations,
and the Reportable Diseases Regulations.
Provincial regulations include
adherence to the NFACC Code of Practice
for the Care and Handling of Equines, as
well as the Code of Practice for the Care
and Handling of Horses on PMU Ranches.
All equine ranches producing PMU
must abide by the rules laid out in the
contract with Pfizer. These include

that the rancher abide by all federal

and provincial regulations as well as Eq uine ranchers are
the COP. In addition to this, all PMU
farms have a contractual requirement pa id accordi ng to the

to provide mandatory vaccination,
turnout programs, feed testing, hoof
care requirements, and the promotion
of mares and their foals as a valuable

concentration of

addition to Canadian horse owners. eStrOge n th ey s hi P,
To facilitate oversight of these
contractual requirements, all PMU not by t h e VO[U me Of
ranches must be part of the Field Audit . .
Ranch Management System (FARMS) urine th ey s hi p.

Audit program, which requires weekly
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One bottle of Body Support™
transforms your horse in just two months

BEFORE EQUIADE’'S BODY SUPPORT AFTER 42 DAYS
ON EQUIADE’S BODY SUPPORT

The results speak for themselves.
Body Support™ is the first step to winning! Don't wait, buy it
now and begin seeing results in as little as two weeks.

Body Support™is all-natural and does not test. It has been around
for over 30 years and has proven to be the best in the industry.
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There are few other
animal agriculture
systems where animal
welfare is monitored as

stringently.

submission of herd health data

through a digital program. All ranches
are required to undergo a review of

herd health protocols and weekly

data by an independent veterinarian
once per month. In addition to these
requirements, all horses on PMU farms
must have a minimum of two health
checks per year by their veterinarian.
The contractual obligations for the ranch
owner are, without a doubt, some of the
most stringent in animal agriculture in
Canada, and they certainly far exceed the
practices on many private farms.

What is NAERIC?

The North American Equine
Ranching Information Council
(NAERIC) is a non-profit association of
its equine rancher members. Based in
the state of Kentucky, USA the objective
of NAERIC is to provide information
on equine ranching to the public; to
support its members with research and
information; and to develop innovative
marketing programs for horses bred
through the PMU programs. NAERIC
advocates for the use of good research
and science in the pursuit of superior
equine husbandry and welfare. NAERIC
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facilitates the sharing of information
between the equine ranches, most of
which are family farms, and the public.
The NAERIC website is very interesting
to visit even if you are not in the market
for a well-bred performance weanling.

Marketing and incentive
programs

The NAERIC website includes links
to the NAERIC registered PMU ranches,
making it a resource for the person
who is interested in the availability
of pedigreed foals produced on PMU
ranches. Foals produced on equine
ranches that are registered with NAERIC
are eligible for “the NAERIC Advantage,”
avalue-added incentive program
including futurities with a financial
payout when competing successfully at
approved events.

Youth programs, research
funding, and more!

All equine ranches contracted to
Pfizer support research into equine
health through financial contributions
from their PMU revenue. This money
goes into the Townsend Equine Health
Research Fund at the Western College
of Veterinary Medicine in Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. NAERIC also supports

equine research through other avenues.

At the time of writing this article,
NAERIC was a sponsor for Student
Research presented at the Equine
Science Society Virtual Symposium
scheduled for June, 2021. NAERIC

also supports growth in the equine
industries by supporting youth groups
such as 4-H with the Young Horse
Development Project, as well as clinics
and workshops in equine husbandry

and horsemanship skills. In 2009,
NAERIC was awarded the Lavin Cup

by the AAEP. The Lavin Cup is the
Equine Welfare Award given by the
AAEP to “a non-veterinary organization
or individual that has demonstrated
exceptional compassion or developed
and enforced rules and guidelines for
the welfare of horses.

The accomplishments of the equine
ranchers and their organization
NAERIC are significant in a world
where there is increased concern
about the welfare of animals used
by humans. The PMU ranchers have
taken the initiative to improve the
welfare of the animals for which they
care. Their proactivity has reduced the
number of horses going for slaughter,
and Canadian and American equine
ranches also provide a source of well-
bred horses for performance, pleasure,
or working ranch jobs. These equine
ranchers fund a variety of research
efforts at numerous research facilities
aimed at improving equine welfare in
North America, not to mention their
own industry research at the Linwood
Ranch. Moreover, they also happen to
provide the raw material to improve
women's health and the health of those
dealing with a growing number of
other ailments and illnesses in over
100 countries around the world.  3¥

For more information about NAERIC, the equine
ranching business in North America, and more about
the horses they breed for sale as performance or
working horses, have a look at the NAERIC website:
www.naeric.org.

> Shelagh Niblock is a regular contributor to
this magazine. Read her bio on page 90.
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